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NEW YORK (AP) -- ''Don't try to hurt me -- I've deposited a letter
with my lawyer. If he doesn't hear from me within 24 hours, he will
mail it to the police. It details all your murky dealings.''

That hard-boiled plot device from detective novels and movies is
coming to life in a free service called My Mobile Witness from a startup in Pittsburgh.

It works like this: When you're in a situation you're uneasy about -- say you're letting a
stranger into the house -- snap a picture of the person with your phone and message it
to My Mobile Witness. Or just tap out a text message. My Mobile Witness time-stamps
and stores the message, and if you end up getting into trouble, it gives law enforcement
access to your ''vault'' of messages.

The main idea is that if a situation turns ugly, you can let the threatening person know
that ''Hey, I just took and sent a picture of your face/car/license plate to a place where
the police will find it.'' Just like in the movies, but with a picture message instead of a
letter. Threats will do no good -- the sender can't retrieve the message or erase it from
My Mobile Witness' vault.

Police can access the vault without a subpoena or court order if they go through ''Fusion
Centers'' that coordinate state law enforcement efforts.

The founders, Marcus Anthony and Scott Bullens, came up with the idea when they
bought a real-estate firm and became concerned with the safety of their agents. They
made it a policy that their employees had to take pictures of the clients they were
meeting and send them to the office.

Ron Knight, a former FBI agent who's a security consultant for the startup, cautioned
that the service is no replacement for a 911 call in an immediately threatening situation.

------

On the Net:

http://www.mymobilewitness.com

Need to know more? 50% off home delivery of The Times.

More Articles in Business »

Sign up for The First Look e-mail - A sneak peek into
NYTimes.com Beta launches.
marc.anthony@mac.com   
Change E-mail Address  |   Privacy Policy

Get a First Look at NYTimes.com

MOST POPULAR - BUSINESS

News, Stocks, Funds, Companies

1. In Modeling Risk, the Human Factor Was Left Out

Search All NYTimes.com
 Business

WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

BLOGGEDE-MAILED

HOME PAGE MY TIMES TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS My Account Welcome, marcanthony4  Log Out  Help

Get Started
No, thanks

Welcome to TimesPeople
What’s this?

Share and Discover the Best of NYTimes.com 11:04 PM

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
javascript:document.emailThis.submit();
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=slogin&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/business&pos=Frame4A&sn2=7834cdbe/d501e48d&sn1=5a3c3eeb/a358fc2b&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810909c_nyt5&ad=slumdog_c_88x31_10-31&goto=http://www.foxsearchlight.com/slumdogmillionaire/
http://www.mymobilewitness.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/business&pos=Bottom1&sn2=9cf2c71b/dbfcdc76&sn1=c363b68a/ff02caff&camp=nyt2008-circ-footer-348KF-textlink-all&ad=textad_need_to_know_more&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D348KF
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/business/05risk.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/view/user/0
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/home/about/


11/5/08 11:04 PMStartup Makes Picture Messaging a Safety Tool - NYTimes.com

Page 2 of 3http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin

 

ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertising & Marketing » Business & Financial
Services »

Business Cash Advance » Home Remodeling »

Legal Services » Limousines »

Miscellaneous » Nightlife Entertainment »

Public Relations » In partnership with DirectoryM
     

Browse Local Business Services

Find businesses near you on The New York Times Business
Services Directory.

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

THEATER » DINING & WINE » OPINION » BUSINESS » OPINION » SPORTS »

Go to Complete List »

2. Economy Shifts, and the Ethanol Industry Reels

3. Small-Business Owners Lobby to Cut Credit Card Fees

4. Transit Agencies Seek Aid in Avoiding A.I.G. Fees

5. Economix: Losing Is Tough; Selling May Be Tougher

6. Square Feet: Detroit Revives a Hotel and Some Hope

7. Private Equity Firm Buys 17% of Whole Foods

8. Strongest Election Day Stock Rally in 24 Years

9. Deteriorating Home Market Puts GMAC Unit at Risk

10. The Reckoning: From Midwest to M.T.A., Pain From
Global Gamble

Need to know more?

Get 50% off home delivery of The
Times.

javascript:browser.update(1)
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1401
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=100
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=9115
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1436
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1457
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1309
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=130
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1345
http://listings.nytimes.com/BusinessDirectory/List_Listings.asp?SubCatID=1422
http://www.directorym.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/business&pos=Middle5&sn2=c59c78da/57fb8bf6&sn1=c74b7191/5254946b&camp=NYT2008-MktgSrv-336x79-ROS&ad=Nov_mktgsrv_NYTKN_08-XXXX_336x79.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fknownow
http://theater.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/business/05ethanol.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/06/business/smallbusiness/06sbiz.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/business/05tax.html?em
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/losing-is-tough-selling-may-be-tougher/?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/business/05book.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/06/business/06food.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/business/05markets.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/06/business/06gmac.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/02/business/02global.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/business&pos=Right5A&sn2=a9bc641/1bc487af&sn1=3a18abe3/a6ee056&camp=nyt2008-circ-textad-33WX3-ros&ad=textad_33WX3&goto=https%3A//www.nytimesathome.com/splitter_cp/index.php%3FSPTR_ID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AD%26CMP%3D33WX3
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/business&pos=Bottom3&sn2=9cf2c71d/dbdcdc76&sn1=8d5a1c5c/87169f87&camp=Areva_03_979939_nyt14&ad=Ariva_Site_for_Day.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eareva%2Ecom%2Fservlet%2Fhome%2Den%2Ehtml%20


11/5/08 11:04 PMStartup Makes Picture Messaging a Safety Tool - NYTimes.com

Page 3 of 3http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin

     

Broadway’s Rough Road
Ahead

Cook’s Delight: Another
Helping of Hopkinson

In Twitter Age, Layoffs
Noted on Company Blog

Op-Ed: Election Day Poems High School Coach Relishes
Second Chance

Home World  U.S.  N.Y. / Region  Business  Technology  Science  Health  Sports  Opinion  Arts  Style  Travel  Jobs  Real Estate  Automobiles  Back to Top

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press Privacy Policy  Search  Corrections  RSS  First Look  Help  Contact Us  Work for Us  Site Map

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/theater/05bway.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/theater/05bway.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/dining/05hopk.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/dining/05hopk.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/technology/start-ups/05blog.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/technology/start-ups/05blog.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/opinion/05intro.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/opinion/05intro.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/sports/05propst.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/sports/05propst.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP-TEC-TechBit-My-Mobile-Witness.html?_r=2&oref=login&oref=slogin#top
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/sitesearch_selector.html?query=&date_select=full&type=nyt
https://careers.nytco.com/TAM/nyt_docs/TAM/candidate.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.ap.org/
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/

